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Fertilizing on the fly
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Nitrogen losses due to excessive rainfall have cost Midwest corn growers millions of dollars in yield losses over the past
RELATED CONTENT

four years.
As fields dried out enough to support ground equipment during those years, many farmers applied rescue nitrogen with D Nitrogen needs to be on leaf not
conventional sidedressing equipment or high-clearance applicators. But many fields never dried out in time for farmers to on the soil Kugler XRN 28\72 is

make those applications. —
D Where Agrotain fits

Fortunately for farmers in some areas, aerial application equipment was available to fly on dry urea (46-0-0).

In central lowa, three bright yellow Air Tractors owned by Agri-Tech Aviation of Indianola were a familiar sight last summer © How to handle urea
as they applied nitrogen to approximately 24,000 acres of nitrogen-depleted corn. Some of the fields they treated had

received 15 inches of rain in two weeks in mid-June.
O Still have fertilizer to apply?
One of the Air Tractors is a Model 502, which holds 2,900 pounds of urea. The other two are 402 models that hold 2,300 Here are some post-planting

pound of urea. Sometimes Agri-Tech also used a smaller Cessna Ag Wagon.

Application charges vary depending on how closela customer's fields are to an alrport: Aerial fertlll?er appllca?tlon costs MORE FROM RICH FEE
more than spraying because the planes are handling a lot more volume so more time is spent loading and flying to and
from fields. A typical rescue rate was 100 pounds of urea (46 pounds of N).

more +

Adapt-n for efficiency

By: Rich Fee 05/03/2012 @ 4:35pm

Choosing a nitrogen rate for corn ahead of the
growing season is like planning a Fourth of July

Agri-Tech is owned by Terry and Debbie Sharp. Their two sons, Jay and Wes, are the third generation in the business,
which was started in 1947 with the help of Terry's father, Weston Sharp.

Unless this turns out to be another wet spring in the Corn Belt, the demand for flying on dry urea probably won't be as
great as it was last year. But the Sharps plan to have three Air Tractors available if the need for rescue nitrogen arises. [ 0] Comments Reply

“We can switch from applying liquids to applying dry urea in about two hours,” says Jay. Antifatigue mats

And some farmers are interested in a planned application of dry urea as opposed to a rescue application. By: Rich Fee 04/04/2012 @ 11:59am

Deciding whether to buy an antifatigue mat or
A lot of the urea the Sharps applied last year landed on saturated fields. Obviously, there was no way to incorporate it. choosing which one to buy probably won't affect
Consequently, most of the urea was either treated with Agrotain by a fertilizer dealer or purchased as SUPERU.

n Comments Reply

Land rental ethics
By: Rich Fee 03/20/2012 @ 4:31pm

The tremendous volatility in grain prices, input
costs, and land values over the past five years ...

n Comments Reply

Agrotain is a nitrogen stabilizer that reduces volatilization losses of urea. Volatilization is the loss of nitrogen into the air
and occurs when urea contacts moisture and urease, a soil enzyme. Agrotain is a urease inhibitor.

SUPERU is a urea-based fertilizer from Agrotain that has two active ingredients, a urease inhibitor and a nitrification
inhibitor. As mentioned previously, the urease inhibitor protects against volatilization losses. The nitrification inhibitor slows
bacteria growth and helps keep nitrogen in the ammonium form longer so it is less susceptible to denitrification and
leaching.
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Fertilizing on the fly

It takes several people and a lot of support equipment to keep the planes in the air. Two Rivers Cooperative was supplying
fertilizer to the planes at the Pella, lowa, airport when these photographs were taken. Agrotain was applied to the dry
fertilizer at their plant and hauled to a parked fertilizer tender in trucks. From the tender, the fertilizer was transferred to
boxes on a flatbed trailer, where the boxes were weighed.
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